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E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: PRESS ACCREDITATION, NASN 

REF: USIA 23187-CN COLOMBO 2623-C, COLOMBO 2712-U 

1 . IN MEETING WITH RIDGEWAY TILLEKERATNE, CHAIRMAN, 
MASS MEDIA COMMITTEE, NASC, EVENING JULY 29, IO ASKED FOR 
RECONSIDERATION OF ACCREDITATION DENIAL OF IPS 
CORRESPONDENT HARTER, CITING IPS ROLE AS WORLD- 
WIDE DISSEMINATOR OF INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTING 
HARTER'S EXPERTISE AS ECONOMICS WRITER. ALSO 
REQUESTED FAVORABLE DECISION ON ACCREDITATION 

FOR VO A CORRESPONDENTS SULLIVAN AND ROBERTS, 

CITING THEIR QUALIFICATIONS. INQUIRED AS TO STATUS 
OWN ACCREDITATION AS RESPONSIBLE EDITOR "DARSHANA' 1 . 

2. TILLEKERATNE SEEMED IMPRESSED BY CASE FOR 
HARTER AND AGREED TO REVIEW EARLIER DECISION AFTER 
READING HARTER BYLINERS PROVIDED. ALTHOUGH LESS 
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TO COREY), HE INDICATED, AS WE SUSPECTED, THAT 
IF ACCOMMODATION PROVIDED BY US THEIR CHANCES 
BETTER. IO VOLUNTEERED PROVIDE LODGING IF NECES- 
SARY. ON "DARSHANA" EDITOR, TILLEKERATNE NO- 
COMMITTAL- "DECISION OF LOCAL PRESS WILL BE MADE 
AFTER FOREIGN PRESS FTTLED." FIFTEEN TO TWENTY- 
MINUTE INTERVIEW (THREE TIMES POSTPONED BY CHAIR- 
MAN), WAS CORDIAL, IF RUSHED, AND ENDED ON 
FRIENDLY BASIS. TILLEKERATNE TOOK NOTES OF EACH 
REQUEST AND GIST OF ARGUMENTS. 

3. MATTERS DESCUSSED SHOULD BE DECIDED IN VERY 
NEAR FUTURE AS FINAL ACCRIDITATION LIST OF ALL 
FOREIGN JOURNALISTS EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETER BY 
EARLY NEXT WEEK. 

BELIEVE ARGUMENTS HAD POSITIVE INFLUENCE BUT NO 
FIRM ASSESSMENT POSSIBLE. WE WILL ACCOMMODATE 
IPS AND IBS REPS IF NECCESSARY IN USIS RESIDENCES. 
ADVISE ANY COMMUNICATION FROM COMMITTEE. 

4. FOR HONG KONG: IO EXPLAINED SHAPLEN AND 
REYNOLDS CONCERN: TILLEKERATNE NOTED AND 
PROMISED DECISION SOON. NO ASSESSMENT CAN BE 
MADE AS TO OUTCOME OF DECISION. ADVISE ANY 
COMMUNICATION TO THEM FROM COMMITTEE. 

VON GLATZ 
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